3. Sofar on our journey, what has Revelation revealed about Ultimate Reality? How might that shape our
Ta ke H O m e SEPTEMBER 17, 2023 perceptions of what we see and experience every day?
4. What do you make of the ideas that a) Revelation transforms us through our imaginations, and b) your
imagination is one of the most important things about you?

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE: REVELATION 12:1-17, 19:11-21 (selected verses below)

12:1 A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet Se rmo n N Otes
and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to
give birth. 3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten
horns and seven crowns on its heads. 4 Its tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them
to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that it might
devour her child the moment he was born. 5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, who “will rule all the
nations with an iron scepter.” And her child was snatched up to God and to his throne. 6 The woman
fled into the wilderness to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260
days.

7 Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and
his angels fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9 The great
dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world
astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. ...13 When the dragon saw that he had
been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. 14 The woman
was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the
wilderness, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s
reach. 15 Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and
sweep her away with the torrent. 16 But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and
swallowing the river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 Then the dragon was enraged at
the woman and went off to wage war against the rest of her offspring—those who keep God’s
commands and hold fast their testimony about Jesus.

19:11 | saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful
and True. With justice he judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are
many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 13 He is dressed in a
robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following him,
riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Coming out of his mouth is a sharp
sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name
written: king of kings and lord of lords.

DISCUSSION PROMPTS FOR SMALL GROUPS, FRIEND GROUPS & HOUSEHOLDS:

1. Read Revelation 12:1-17. What does it reveal about the nature and location of the battle? What
assurances do you find in these verses?

2. Read Revelation 19:11-21. How do you think John’s hearers would have responded when they heard
this read aloud, and why? How is Jesus described in these verses? What hyperlinks do you notice to
other parts of Scripture? Where do they lead? CONTINUE ON REVERSE...



